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GASOPHE Receivésah Health Equity
Grant for Diabetes in Atrdgaericans

On July, 29, 2010, the Society for Public
Health Education (SOPHE) awarded the
amount of $250,000 over five years to the
Georgia SOPHE Chapter to build capacity
with local community-based organizations
and community
members in
addressing risk
factors  associated
with diabetes in
minority and
underserved
populations.

The  project s
focused on
developing and
expanding the

as leadership training for diabetes prevention
and management. This project will house
the DProject Coordinator, Dr. Swati
Raychowdhury (GASOPHE Secretary), and
the Ongoing Coalition Facilitator (Dr.
Cassandra  Arroyo)
at Georgia Southern
University. The
executive director of
GASOPHE, Ms.
Rhonda Payne, will
serve  as  grant
manager.

This  micro-grant
funding is made
possible  through
SOPHE’s  Health

capacity for  pepresentatives of GASOPHE, SOPHE, Georli@'$bitherr BHR/r-

individual and
system-level change
through continued
coalition  building
in Jenkins County, Georgia. In conjunction
with establishing a relationship with this
REACH community, GASOPHE and
various community-based partners involved
in health promotion and diabetes prevention
and management will combine their efforts
at the individual, family, neighborhood,
organization and community level within
Jenkins County. This project will enhance
the capacity of the community members to
improve the lives of local and regional
African  American/Black
populations who  suffer
disproportionately from the
burden of disease and
disability. Over time, this
initiative will enhance the
health of this community
by building of capacity
through organizational and
system development as well

sity and Jenkins County during SOPHE site visit & thé &ridiof v €
September 2010.

agreement with
CDC’s Division of
Adult and
Community Health. Developed in 2009,
SOPHE’s Health Equity Project aims to
facilitate community action and capacity
building to address health disparities;
promote understanding of health disparities
and social determinants of health; develop
partnerships  to  support policy and
environmental changes to reduce the burden
of disease and disability; and develop
resources, tools and strategies to eliminate
health disparities.

The target community of Jenkins county,
is about 30 miles north of Statesboro
and has approximately 9000 residents,
of which, abour 41% are African-
American. Almost 29% of the county is
below the poverty level. CDC estimates
that over 12% of county  residents

www.GASOPHE.o



A Busy (and Exciting) Year!

A Message from GASOPHE President

Whew! What a ride this year has been!
GASOPHE has been busy this year, and
while you may not have heard too much
about some of the activities we have
been involved in, let me give a brief
overview...

First, as many of you are aware, the
National SOPHE and CDC PRC
(Prevention Research Centers) Joint
Conference was held in Atlanta back in
April. Both Rhonda Payne and I served
on the overall planning committee, as
well as each serving on a subcommittee
(Rhonda headed the Marketing/PR
committee and 1 served on the
Continuing  Education  committee).
Several other GASOPHE  board
members served in various roles on
subcommittees  including:  Nandi
Marshall, Pat Thomas and Lynn
Woodhouse. It also gave GASOPHE a
chance to combine our annual meeting
into the SOPHE meeting, allowing our
members to get a sample of the national
meeting. It was great to see as many of
you attend as were there - I know if
differed from our past events, but I
think it was a great success!

As Lynn wrote in our last issue,
GASOPHE  partnered  with  the
Healthcare Georgia Foundation to work
on advocacy for public health in
Georgia. We have continued this
partnership and Rhonda is coordinating

the Academic subcommittee of the
Partner Up! for Public Health
campaign. There is more about this
campaign in another article in this
edition.

SOPHE was one of CDC's national
partners in communicating information
about HIN1, and I had the opportunity
to represent GASOPHE and SOPHE at
the CDC's HIN1 Communication
After-Action Embedment in July. It was
an opportunity to give feedback to
CDC  leadership  regarding the
communications aspects of last year's
HIN1 influenza pandemic. We were
able to discuss what worked, what
didn't, and suggestions for the future. I
also had to the opportunity to get to
meet and talk with several of the
national SOPHE delegates (including
current SOPHE President Dan Perales,

and Secretary Suzanne Miro).

As you may noticed on the front page,
GASOPHE  received one of two
competitive national grants for health
inequalities. We are rapidly organizing
and implementing this grant. We have
already met with SOPHE officials, as
well as the Jenkins county community
to start the assessment phase and
educational opportunities have already
been undertaken. The Jenkins County
Diabetes Coalition has already made its
presence known - via a booth at the
recent "Fair on the Square”
in Millen. Be sure to check
the GASOPHE website for
updates  and  more
information about this very
exciting project.

We also have several other
projects in the planning
stages. Pat Thomas (our
President-Elect) has already
started  the preliminary
planning for our annual
meeting (for February or
March 2011). If you have
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Derrick R. Gable
GASOPHE RESIDENT

Derrick is currently the Health
Promotion and Disease Prevention
Program Coordinator for the Georgia
Public Health District headquartered
in Athens. He holds both bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in Health
Promotion and Behavior from the
University of Georgia. His interests
include infectious and chronic disease
prevention, emergency preparedness,
technology, community assessment and
material design and development. He
spends way too much time on the
computer (at work and ar home!) and
enjoys nature photography and his
extended family.

her at patricia@gasophe.org. We are
also considering several continuing
education offerings, both in-person and
webinar. Check the website, as well as
be on the look out for emails from

GASOPHE with the details.

As busy as this year has been, I have felt
it has been tremendously rewarding,

both personally, and for GASOPHE as

an organization.

As always, if you have questions,
suggestions or ideas, please do not
hesitate to contact either myself
(derrick@gasophe.org) or our executive
director, Rhonda
(thonda@gasophe.org). We are always

lookmlg IforC ways we can bg 1nv6(l)l¥ed i .
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GASOPHE Partners Up! for Public Health!

Supporters of public health in Georgia are launching a
campaign aimed at educating policy makers and the public
about the need to reinvest in and rebuild the state’s system.

The campaign — “Partner Up! For Public Health” — has so far
rolled out a Web site (www.togetherwecandobetter.com);
organized a statewide advisory board of 31 organizations; and
held advocacy Leadership Academies in Tifton, Savannah,
Rome and Athens.

The campaign was initiated and funded by Healthcare

Georiia Foundation in reaction to nearly a decade of funding
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http://www.togetherwecandobetter.com/
http://www.healthcaregeorgia.org/news-and-information/grant-details.cfm/ng_id/54437ADA-3048-7C59-1987E07B9878A91D
http://www.healthcaregeorgia.org/news-and-information/grant-details.cfm/ng_id/54437ADA-3048-7C59-1987E07B9878A91D

